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Thoughts of Water 
  With all the rain, floods and water we have had 
lately, I got thinking how the Lord wants us to 
become like water in His hand.  We can sprinkle, 
splash, stir, hold, throw or pour water.  It offers very 
little resistance; we can do almost anything with 
it.  So is my heart like water in God’s hand or is it like 
ice or glue?  Will I let the Lord pour me out as a 
libation?  Or am I only a drip?  Can I be splashed and 
sprinkled or am I so set in my ways that I am like 
molasses?  Will I let the Lord throw me into anything 
at any time or am I sticky?  When God stirs, do I 
thank and praise Him or do I complain?  Will I let the 
Lord hold me or am I leaky? 
  When we totally give of our lives to Jesus we accept 
the gift of life-giving water and receive the Holy Spirit 
from within us, “rivers of the living waters”.  We have 
rivers of leaping, living water within us.  Let us be like 
water in Gods hand. 
  With our special Feast on Oct.4th, I wonder if 
Francis could speak to us today.   Would he remind us 
that our salvation is a “Gift of God” not from work, so 
we should not boast.  Whenever we rely on our own 
willpower to perfect ourselves through prayer, 
fasting or other pious practices, we are in danger of 
draining the cross of its power.  Whenever we reduce 
faith to a set of rules and put our trust in following 
them as a means to holiness, we lose sight of Jesus’ 
love and his sacrifice for us.  Francis led a demanding 
life and performed severe penances, yet he always 
maintained a joyful spirit because our strength is in 
the Lord.  We can surrender ourselves to God’s mercy 
and to the power of the cross that sets us free and 
become saints.   May you all have a very Happy Feast 
Day and may God Bless each of you. 

Sister Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 
 

Words To Live By… 
  Mother Teresa is now Saint Teresa of Calcutta.  She was a 
lot like Saint Francis.  They both worked with the poor and 
answered the call of God.   
   The following are some of St Teresa’s sayings: 
  People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered; 
forgive them anyway. 
  If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior 
motives; be kind anyway. 
  If you are successful, you will win some false friends and 
some true enemies; succeed anyway. 
  If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; be 
honest and frank anyway. 
  What you spend years building, someone could destroy 
overnight; build anyway. 
  If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; be 
happy anyway. 
  The good you do today, people will often forget 
tomorrow; do good anyway. 
  Give the world the best you have, and it may never be 
enough; give the world the best you’ve got anyway. 
  You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God; it 
was never between you and them anyway. 

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

SAINT CECILIA-Despite her vow of virginity, she was 
forced by her parents to marry a nobleman named 
Valerian. During the wedding, Cecilia sat apart singing to 
God in her heart, and for that she was later declared the 
saint of musicians. When the time came for her marriage 
to be consummated, Cecilia told Valerian that she had 
an angel of the Lord watching over her who would punish 
him if he dared to violate her virginity but who would love 
him if he could respect her maidenhood. When Valerian 
asked to see the angel, Cecilia replied that he would see 
the angel if he would go to the third milestone on the Via 
Appia (the Appian Way) and be baptized by Pope 
Urbanus. After his baptism, he found an angel standing 
by the side of Cecilia, and crowning her with a chaplet of 
roses and lilies. The martyrdom of Cecilia is said to have 
followed that of Valerian and his brother by the prefect 
Turcius Almachius. The legend about Cecilia’s death 
says that after being struck three times on the neck with 
a sword, she lived for three days, and asked the pope to 
convert her home into a church. Cecilia was buried at 
the Catacombs of St. Callistus, and then transferred to 
the Church of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere. In 1599, her 
body was found still incorrupt, seeming to be asleep. 

 

Pope Saint Leo I (c. 400 – 10 November 461), also known 
as Saint Leo the Great, was pope from 29 September 440 to 
his death in 461.   He was an Italian aristocrat, and was the first 
pope to have been called "the Great". He is perhaps best 
known for having met Attila the Hun in 452 and persuading 
him to turn back from his invasion of Italy. He is also a Doctor 
of the Church. 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St Otto’s Conference Room Sept 13, 2016 5PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Janet Berendt 
& Sr Georgine Larson. 
  Minister Patty opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a reflection of today’s gospel 
readings.  
  Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved as 
distributed.   
  Treasurer’s report distributed and approved for August 9 to 
September 13, 2016. 
Beginning Balance:  $1,897.22 
Receipts: 
  Common fund…………….            172.00 
  India Family……………….     9.00 
  Bingo money returned…..   25.00 
  Interest…………………..        .07 
Total    $2,103.29 
Disbursements: 
  Queen of Peace Region 
  (formation meeting)……….   90.00 
  Gas to meeting/Buffalo…….    75.00 
  Copies of Visitation report…...      3.00 
  Queen of Peace Region Fair Share 375.00 
Total     543.00 
Ending Balance:           $1,560.20 
India family………………………..    79.45 
  Upcoming events: Friday, Sept 16, St Joseph Church Pierz; 
10:15 AM Mass, 12:45 Patriotic Rosary with school children 
and Bishop Donald Kettler. 
Monday, Oct 3, Transitus of St Francis at convent chapel, 
7:00 PM. 
Tuesday, Oct 4, Feast of St Francis Mass, 11:00 AM with 
lunch to follow in cafeteria. 
Friday, Oct 14, 8:30 AM Mass for Secular Franciscans, St 
Joseph, Pierz.  Gather for coffee downtown Pierz. 
Thursday, Nov 3, Oasis Share a Meal, 5:00 PM.  Menu: 
Hamburger/rice hot dish, cole slaw, jello, bread, milk with 
desserts provided by Pierz Youth who will help serve and 
clean up.  A sign-up sheet will be passed next month. 
  Minister Patty encourages more prayer for the world.  
Council meeting closed at 5:50 PM with prayers from The 
Ritual. 

Gathering at St Otto’s Hearthside Room 
September 13, 2016 6:00 PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, 
Kathy Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet 
Berendt, Rita Vosen, Elvira Stumpf, Kay Voegtle, Sue 
Zenzen and Sr Georgine Larson.  Excused: Leona 
Mattock, Collette Peterson, Pam Geyer, Karen Gross.  
(Collette has requested inactive).  Absent: David Czech 
and Beverly Nouis. 
  Following a bag lunch, Patty opened the meeting with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a reflection 
of the Exaltation of the Cross.  She also led the Liturgy 
of the Hours.  All are invited to St Francis Convent on 
Oct 3 and 4 for the Feast of St Francis. 
  At the October gathering Jan Rybaski will lead the 
Sorrows of Mary.   
  Gospel readings from next Sunday were read and ----- 

Calendar of Events 
October 2016 
1st-birthday-Pam Geyer 
St Therese of the Child Jesus 
3rd-birthday-Jan Rybaski 
4th-St Francis of Assisi 
11th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader: Jan Rybaski 
Prayer: Seven Sorrows of Mary 
St John XXIII 
15

th
-St Teresa of Jesus 

18th-St Luke 
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
St John Paul II 
26th-birthday-Lorraine Burns 
28nd-Sts Simon & Jude 
November 2016 
1st-All Saints Day 
2nd-All Soul’s Day 
8th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM  
Prayer Leader-Rita Vosen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
10th-St Leo the Great 
11th-Veterans Day 
St Martin of Tours 
17th-St Elizabeth of Hungary 
21st-The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
22nd-St Cecilia 
30th-St Andrew 
 

 

-----discussed.  Ongoing formation led by 
Kathy Hoffman Tax was Chapter 10 from 
Rediscover Catholicism.  Patty led the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 
Gathering closed at 8:00 PM with prayers 
from The Ritual. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

Prayer of St Cecilia: 
 

O glorious saint, who chose to die 

instead of denying your King. 

We pray you please to help us 

as His fair praise we sing! 

We lift our hearts in joyous song 

to honor Him this way, 

And while we sing, remembering, 

to sing is to doubly pray. 

At once in our hearts and in our tongues 

we offer double prayer 

sent heavenward on winged notes 

to praise God dwelling there. 

While in our hearts and tongues we try 

with song to praise God twice, 

we ask dear saint, to help us be 

united closest to Christ! 
 


